GERMANY'S CNEW ORDER'
exposed by descriptions of factory conditions in the
1840*5; the Germans are led on by promises of
three-roomed flats with shower-baths planned by
the Fiihrer, and luxury cruises on Strength-through-
Joy liners.
It becomes more and more difficult, however, for
the Germans to justify their works to the occupied
countries. In the Balkans the immediate benefits
offered by Germany concealed for a considerable
time the dangers of close connexion with the Ger-
man system. But the case is different in the occupied
countries of Western Europe. There producers
were for a short time satisfied with the paper money
paid to them in large quantities, regardless of what
goods could be purchased with it. But that stage
by now seems to have passed. Dr. Fischbock,
speaking in Holland, admitted 'an excess of means
of payment, and a shortage of consumption goods',
but thought it wrong to speak of inflation. The
distinction is hard to follow, and does not seem
to have reassured the inhabitants. An increasing
number of official warnings against hoarding and
dealings on 'black markets'1 show that people by
now prefer to keep any solid assets that they have,
or at least to sell them at their own price.
Resistance strains German administration
The scarcity of consumers' goods, and particu-
larly of foodstuffs, in the occupied countries, result-
ing from the German exploitation, has far-reaching
results. It automatically ranges producers in the
country who do not want to part with their stock
against consumers in the towns who are going short;
1 Secret dealings at prices in excess of the official maximum.
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